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HIGH RISK OFFENDERS BILL 2019 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 3 September. 
HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.16 pm]: I am pleased to continue my remarks on the High Risk 
Offenders Bill 2019. Members will be aware, those who were here yesterday or alternatively those who have had 
the opportunity to peruse yesterday’s draft Hansard, that I indicated, as a member of the opposition, I support the 
intent of this bill, not the least of which because of our party’s strong history on law and order. I have recognised 
the necessity for a bill of this sort because there have been systemic sentencing failures in Western Australia. It 
was the case, and it remains the case, that I am sceptical about this government’s capacity, ability, desire and will 
to enforce the very provisions that it has put before us in the High Risk Offenders Bill. There are no fewer than 
123 clauses in this bill. As a result of the episode that transpired over the recent winter parliamentary break, when 
the Latimer case was considered by the courts, it strikes me that that is evidence this government will not have the 
capacity and the desire to implement the provisions set out in this bill. 
Yesterday, I was bringing to members’ attention some of the history behind the dangerous sex offender Edward Latimer, 
and I return to that now. I wish to quote from an article dated 18 February 2015, some four and a half years ago, 
from WAtoday titled “Dangerous sex offender Edward Latimer back in WA prison”. The article states — 

A dangerous sex offender, who was freed last year, is back behind bars until a Perth judge determines his 
fate over an alleged breach of his release orders. 
Edward William Latimer, who has a history of aggravated sexual penetration without consent and wilful 
exposure, was the first person dealt with under WA’s 2006 Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act. 
He was released back into the community last year under strict conditions, including a curfew and wearing 
electronic monitoring technology. 
But on Wednesday, Latimer was back in court after allegedly breaching the terms of his release by staring 
and talking to women in a way that could be indecent.  

As I said, that was from an article on WAtoday, dated 18 February 2015. This once again demonstrates the horrendous 
history of this particular individual—the same individual about whom the former Labor Attorney General 
Mr McGinty said — 

The community deserves to be protected against people like Latimer. That is the reason we brought to 
this Parliament the legislation that is now being enforced … 

It is also the case that the current Attorney General, Mr Quigley, has had plenty to say about this particular 
dangerous sex offender. He had plenty to say about him when he was shadow Attorney General in 2016. In fact, 
he was emphatic in his remarks in 2016. 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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